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Of all men alive 

• I never yet beheld that fpecial face. 

Which I could fancy more than any other. Shakefpeare. 

Nought fo vile that on the earth doth live. 

But to the earth fomc fpecial good doth give. Shake pare. 

Our Saviour is represented every where in feripture, as the 
fpecial patron of the poor and the afflicted, and as laying their 
interefts to heart more nearly than thole of any other of his 
members. Atterbury's Sermons. 

3. Appropriate; defigned for a particular purpofe. 

O Neal, upon his marriage with a daughter of Kildare, 
was made denizen by a Jp trial a<£t of parliament. Davies. 

4. Extraordinary; uncommon. 

That which neccflity of fome fpecia! time doth caufe to be 
enjoined, bindeth no longer than during that time, but doth 
afterward become free. Hooker. 

Though our charity {hould be univcrfal, yet as it cannot 
be actually exercifed, but on particular times, fo it Should 
be chiefly on fpecial opportunities. Sprats's Sermons. 

He bore 

A paunch of the fame bulk before; 

Which Still he had a fpecial care 

To keep well cramm'd with thrifty fare. Hudibras. 

5. Chief in cxceilence. 

The king hath drawn 

The fpecial head of all the land together. Shakef Henry IV. 

Specially. adv. [from fpecial] 

1. Particularly above others. 

Specially the day that thou ftoodeft before the Lord. Deutr. 

A brother beloved, fpccinlly to me. Phil. xvi. 

2. Not in a common v. ay; peculiarly. 

If there be matter of law that tarries any difficulty, the jury 
may, to deliver themfclves from an attaint, find it fieri ally. 

‘ Hale. 

Specialty. \ n - f IfpeciaHte , French ; from fpecial.'] Par- 

Specxa'ltty. j ticularity. 

On thefe two general heads all other fpcdaltics are depen¬ 
dent. Hooker. 

The packet is not come. 

Where that and other fpecialtlcs are bound. Shake;pearc. 

Speciality of rule hath been negletSled. Shakefpeare. 

When men were fare, that in cafe they refled upon a bare 
contract without^«ra/f>i, the other party might wave his law, 
they would not reft upon fuch contracts without reducing the 
debt into a fperiality which accorded many fuits. Hale. 

Spe'cies. n.f [fpecies, Latin.] 

1. A fort; a fubdivifion of a general term. 

A fpecial idea is called by the fchools a fpecies ; it is one 
common nature that agrees to feveral Angular individual be¬ 
ings : fo horfe is a fpecial idea or fpecies as it agrees to Buce¬ 
phalus, Trot, and Snowball. Watts. 

2. Clafs of nature; Single order of beings. 

He intendeth only the care of the Jpecies or common natures, 
butletteth loofe the guard of individuals or Angle exillencies. 

Brown's Vulgar Erraurs. 

For vve are animals no lefs, 

Although of different fpecies. Iluaibras. 

Thou nam’ft a race which muft proceed from me. 

Yet my whole fpecies in myfelfl fee. Dryden. 

A mind of fuperior or meaner capacities than human would 
conSlitute a different/"'«/«, though united to a human body 
in the fame laws of connexion : and a mind of human capa¬ 
cities would make another fpecies, if united to a different bo¬ 
dy in different laws of connexion. Bentley's Sermons. 

3. Appearance to the fenfes; any viAblc or fenfiblc reprefenta- 
tion. 

An apparent diverfity between the ff cries vifible and audible 
is, that the viAblc doth not mingle in the medium, but the 
audible doth. Bacon. 

It is a mod certain rule, how much any body hath of co¬ 
lour, fo much hath it of opacity, and by So much the more 
unfit it is to tranfnit the fpecies. Ray on the Creati 

The fpecies of the letters illuminated with blue were nearer 
to the lens than thofe illuminated with deep red by about three 
inches, or three and a quarter; but the fpecies of the letters 
illuminated with indigo and violet appeared fo confufcd and 
indistinct, that I could not read them. Newton's Upticks. 

4. Reprefcntation to the mind. 

Wit in the poet, or wit-writing is no other than the facul¬ 
ty of imagination in the writer, which Searches over all the 
memory for the fpecies or ideas of thole things which it defigns 
to reprefent. Dryden. 

5. Show ; vifible exhibition. 

Shews and fpecies ferve b:ft with the common people. 

Bacon. 

6. Circulating money. 

As there was in thetime of the greateft fplendour of the Ro¬ 
man empire, a lefs quantity of currenc Jpecies in Europe than 
there is r.ow, Rome poffcffed a much gicater proportion of 
the circulating Jperics tf its time than any European city. 

IS Arbt.thml on Coins. 


7- Simples that have place in a compound, 
fu i ci'fic.al. ) .. 

Speci'fick.. J ad J- rrench; freaes and 

1. That which makes a thing of the fpecies of which it i s 
That thou to truth the perfect way may .’it know ^ 

To thee all her fpecfck forms I’ll Show ' f , 

'T he underftandmg, as to the exercife of this ' ax : 
fuhjeiSt to the command of the will, though ts to the A.V? 
nature of its adfs it is determined by theobjedt. 

By whofe direction is the nutriment fo reeularly thi*.: 
ted into the refpeclive parts, and how are they kent ’V' l! * 
fpecifick uniformities ? ' P ~ 0 ,h ^ 


a 


notlh. 



foimtd: their 

truth appearing to us by phenomena, though their cauf** 1 
not vet difoivered. New teds Lp‘i-l 

As all things were formed according to thefe fpecifical ^l' 
forms, fo their truth mult be mcafured from their conformi " 
to them. 

Spu fck gravity is the appropriate and peculiar gravity™ 
weight, which any fpecies of natural bodies have, and b 
which they are plainly distinguishable from all other bodies y 
different kinds. ‘ 

The fpecifck qualities of plants refide in their native 
oil and eflemial iait: for the water, fixt fait and earth app e « 
to be the fame in all plants. Arburim-’ 

Spec fie k difference is that primary attribute which diftin- 
guifhes each fpecies from one another, while they fta n J rank¬ 
ed under the fame general nature or genus. Though wine 
differs from other liquids, in that it is the juice of a°certain 
fruit, yet this is but a general or generick difference; f or j t 
does not diftinguifli wine from cyder or perry: the Jfeci-'-'cl 
difference of wine therefore is its preflu re from the grape; as 
cyder is nreffed from apples, and perry from pears. // '., Uj 

2. [In medicine.] Appropriated to the cure of fome particular 
diftemper. Jt is ufually applied to the arcana , or medicines 
that work by occult qualities. 

The operation of purging medicines have been referred to 
a hidden propriety, a JperiJical virtue, and the like fhiftiof 
ignorance. _ ' Bacon’s Natt.ral hifery 

if flie would drink a good dccoclion of far fa, with the ufual 
)fecificks, fne might enjoy a good health. IVtftnm. 

Specifically. adv. [from fpecifick.] In fuch a manner as to 
conftitute a fpecies ; acording to the nature of the fpecies. 

His faith muff be not only living, but lively too; it mull 
be put into a pofture by a particular exercife of thole feveral 
virtues that are fpcdfically requifitc to a due performance <.t 
this duty. South’s Sermm. 

Human reafon doth not only gradually, but fpcdfically differ 
from the fantaffick reafon of brutes, which have no conceit 
of truth, as an aggregate of divers Ample conceits, nor of 
anv other univcrfal. Grot. 

He muft allow tint bodies were endowed with the fame af¬ 
fections then as ever Ance; and that, if an ax head be fup- 
pofed to float upon water which i • fecifcally lighter, it had ken 
Supernatural. Bendy. 

To Sr ecEf 1 cate. v. a. [from f cries and fario. ] To mark oy 
notation of diftinguiflting particularities. 

Man, by the inffituted law of his creation, and the common 
influence of the divine goodnels, is enabled to act as a rtsfon- 
ablc creature, without any particular, fpecificating , concurrent, 
new imperate act of the divine fpccul providence. holt. 

Specification, n.f [from fpecifick ; fierijicaion, Fr.] 

1. Diftlncl notation; determination by a peculiar mark. 

This fperification or limitation of the queftion hinders tbs 
difputers from wandering away from the precife point of en¬ 
quiry. /Batts’s Improvement of the Mind. 

2. Earticular mention. 

The conffitution here fpealcs generally without the fpni- 
fication of any place. Ayliffe's Puroytn. 

To Spe'cif v. v. a. [from fpecies', fpcdficer. Fr.] lo mention; 
to Ihow by fome particular marks of diftindlion. 

As the change of fucli laws as have been” j'pecificd is nccef- 
fary, fo the evidence that they arc fuel), muft be great, Foo.er. 
St. Peter doth not jfecify what thefe waters wore. Burnt. 
He has there given us an exact geography of Greece, where 
the countries, and the ules of their foils arc fpecified. Pift- 

Spe'ci ale n. n.f. [fperimen, Latin.] Afampie; apart of any 
thing exhibited tlu: the reft may be known. 

Several perfons June exhibited jput mens of this art Lrelore 
multitudes of beholders. AJdij.n s SpritaW. 

Spe'cious. adj. [ fperieux, Yr.fpeciofus, Latin.] 

1. Showy; picaAng to the view. 

The reft, far greater part, 

Will deem in outward rites and jpecicus forms. 

Religion fatisfy’d. 

She next I to: k to wife, 

O that I never had ! fond willi too late ! 

Was in the vale of Sorec, Dalila, 

'I hat Jpcciou. monfler, my accompljlh'd inarc. 


fiftltcn. 


Mllto*- 
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Milton. 2. 


Dryden. 


2. Plaufible; fupcrftcially, not folidly right; ftriking at firft 

V * CVV Bad men boaft 

Their fpecious deeds on earth which glory excices. 

Or clofc ambition varnilh’d o’er with zeal. Milton'. 

Somewhat of fpcriou . they mull have to recommend them- 
felves to princes; for folly will not eafdy go down in its na¬ 
tural form. . D p dC - n \\ 

Temptation is of greater danger, becaufe tt is covered with 
th ijp/cioits names of good nature and good manners. Regers. 

This is the only fpecious objection which our Romilh adver- 
faries urge againft the dodtrine of this church in the point of 
celebacy. Alto bury. 

Spe'ciously. adv. [from fpecious.] With fair appearance. 
Piety is oppofed to hypocrify and unftneerity; efpecially to 
that perfonated devotion under which any kind of impiety is 
wont to be dilguifed, and put off more fpecioufiy. Hammond. 
Speck, n. f [ypecec, Saxon ] A fmall difcoloration ; a fpot. 
Every Jpeck does not blind a man. Govern, of the Tongue. 

Then are they happy, when 
No fpeck is left of their habitual ftains; 

But the pure aether of the foul remains. Dryden s JEntid. 
To Speck, v. a. To fpot; to ftain in drops. 

Flow’r 

Carnation, purple, azure, or fpeck'd with gold. Milton. 

Speckle, n.f. [from fpeck.] Small fpeck; little fpot. 

To Speckle, v. a. [from the noun J To mark with fmall 
fpots. 

So dreadfully he towards him did pafs. 

Forelifting up aloft his fpeckled bread. 

And often bounding on the bruifed grafs. 

As for great joy of his new comen gueft. Fairy fifteen. 

Speckl'd vanity 
Will ficken foon and die, 

And leprous An will melt from earthly mould. 

Saw’ft thou not late a Jpcckl’d lerpent rear 
His gilded fpires to climb on yon fair tree? 

Before this happy minute I was he. 

The fmiling infant in his hand fhall take 
The crcftcd bafilifk and fpeckled (hake ; 

Plea’d the green luftre of the fcalcs furvey. 

And with their forky tongue and pointlcfs fling fhall play. 

Pope's M/Jfiah. 

The tortoife here and elephant unite, 

Transform’d to combs, the fpeckl'd and the white. Pope. 
Spegkt, or fpeight , n. f A woodpecker. Ainfworth. 
Spe'ctacle. n. f. [fpeflac'r, l r. fptilaculum, Latin.] 

1. A fliow; a gazing flock; any thing exhibited to the view as 
eminently remarkable. 

In open place produc’d they me, 

To be a publick fperiacle to all. Shaiefp. Henry VI. 

V e are made a Jpedlaclc unto angels, and men. 1. Cor. iv. 9. 

2. Any thing perceived by the Aght. 

Forth riding underneath the caflle wall, 

A dunghill of dead carcafcs he fpy’d, 

I he dreadful fpeCtarie of that fad houfe of pride. Fa. Queen. 

u lien pronouncing fentence, feem not glad, 

Such fpedachs, though they are juft, are fad. Denham. 
3- [In the plural.] Glaffes to affift the Aght. 

The fixth age fhifts 
Into the lean and flipper d pantaloon, 

With fpedlaries on nofc and pouch on Ade. Shakefpeare 
W e have helps for the Aght far above Jperiacles and giaA’es. 

It is no fault in the fperiacles that the blind man fees not. 

... . . G/anville’s Apology. 

Shakefpeare was naturally learned : he needed not the fplc- 
tacles of books to read nature ; he looked inwards and found 
a r a 1 Dryden on Dramatick Peefy. 

the ™ , , r v /£ " makcr did not think that was leading 
the way to the difeovery of new planets. Grew 

fhewslh re r f °," °- the dcca y of % ht in old men, and 

VhiL Cir [‘ S , ,S mCnded b yfP^“- Newton. 
I his day, then let us not be told, 

I hat you are Ack and I grown old; 

Wor think on our approaching ills. 

And talk of fperiacles and pills. o 

ST 1 "- ady [f “ m ,hc with rp£ 

! fp “ k the bleared fights 

Latin.] S ^d r*re^ W 

. wbieh” ssassijr th « 

' on; a beholder^" ^-fpcSlator, Latin.] A looker 

T , ... More 
J han h'ftory can pattern, though devis’d 
And play d, to take Jfeflat.rs. o; , 

J^ptovcs a good rep .fi l0 the 

oil gentleman mounting „„ hotfetef ^ 


but defired the Jpcclators that they would count fourfeore and 
eight before they judged him. Dryden. 

He mourns his former vigour loft lo far, 

To make him now fperiator of a war. Dryden. 

What plcafure hath the owner more than the fpe£la‘or ? Seed. 

Spectre, n.f [fpe'ire, Fr. jperirnm, Latin.] Apparition; 
appearance of perfons dead. 

The ghofis of traitors from the bridge defeend, 

With bold fanatick fpcttres to rejoice. Dryden. 

The very poetical ufe of the word for a jpefire-t doth imply 
an exact rcfemblance to fome real being it reprefents. Sliding. 

Thefe are nothing but fptrires the underflanding raites 10 
itfelf to flatter its own lazinefs. Lake . 

Specta'i oRship. n.f. [from fperi a tor ] Act of beholding. 
Thou ftand’ft i' th’ ftate of hanging, or of fome death more 
long in fpedatorjlrip , and crueller in lufforing. Sbakejptare. 

Spe'ctRUM. n.f [Latn.] An image; a vifible form. 

This prifm had fome veins running along wirhin the glafs, 
from the one end to the other, which fc ttered fomc of the 
fun’s light irregularly, but had no fcnflble effect in encreafing 
the length oi the coloured fpril’ urn. Newton s Opticis. 

Spe'cular. n.f. [ fpecu/aris, Latin } 

1. Having the qualities of a mirrour or looking glafs. 

It were but madnefs now t’ impart 
The flcill of fpecular Hone. Donne. 

Quickfllver may by the fire alone, in glafs-veflels, be t ,rn- 
ed into a red body; and from this red body may be obtained 
a mercury, bright and fpecular as before. Hoyle. 

A fpecuium of metal without glafs, made fome years fince 
for optical ufes, and very well wrought, produced none of 
thofe rings; and thence"i underllood that thefe rings arife 
not from fpecular furf'ce alone, but depend upon the two fur- 
faces of the plate of gl .fs whereof the fpecuium was made, 
and upon the thicknefs of the glafs between them. Newton. 
Affifting fight. Improper. 

The hidden way 

Of nature would’ft thou know, how firft Ihe frames 
All things in miniature ? thy fpecular orb 
Apply to well diffe&cd kernels ; lo! 

In each cbferve the flender threads 

Of firft-begir.ning trees. Philips. 

To Speculate, v. n. [fpeculer, Y\\ fpecular, Lat.j Tomeditate; 
to contemplate ; to take a view of any thing with the mind. 

Confidcr the quantity', and not fpeculate upon an intrinfe- 
cal relation. Divby on Bodies. 

As our news-writers record rrnny fa£ls which afford great 
matter of fpvculation, their readers Jpeatfate accordingly, and 
by their variety of conjedlures become confummateftatcfmcn. 

Addfor, 

To Spe'culate. v. a. To confidei attentively; to look through 
with the mind. 

Man was not meant to gape, or look upward with the 
eye, but to have his thoughts fublime; and not only behold, 
but Jpecu'ate their nature with the eye of the underftanding. 

4 Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

Speculation, n.f. [fprculation, Fr. from Jpcculatc.] 

1. Examination by the eye; view. 

2. Examiner; fpy. This word is found no where elfe, and 
probably is here mifprinted for fpeculator. 

I hey who have, as who have not, whom their "Teat 
Bars 

Throne and fet high ? fervants 

Which are to France the fpies and fpeculations , 

Intelligent of our ftate. Shakefpeare's King Lear. 

3. Mental view; intelle&ualexamination; contemplation. 

. thefe things being fully perfuaded, that what they did, 

it was obedience to the will of God, and that all men fliould 
co the like; there remained after fpeculation , pra£lice where- 
unto the whole world might be framed. Hooker. 

I henceforth to fpeculations high or deep, 

I turn d my thoughts; and with capacious mind 
Confider’d all things vifible. Milton. 

News writers afford matter of fpeculation. Addijbn. 

4. A train of thoughts formed by meditation. 

From him Socrates derived the principles of morality, and 
moll part of his natural fpeculations. Temple. 

5. Mental fcheme not reduced to practice. 

This terreffrial globe, which before was only round in fpe- 
culation , has hnee been furrounded by the fortune and boldnefs 
of many navigators. ' Temt.1* 

6. Power of fight. Not in ufe. ¥ 

'1 hy bones are marrowlefs; thy blood is cold; 

Thou haft no fprculatfon in thofe eyes 
1 hou (tar’ll with. ^ C/Ti-A,- 

Speculative, adj. [fpeculatif,\ F r. from fpeculate.] ‘ ‘ 

|f Cn to *P ecu l atlon » contemplative. 

nv<„ 3 ° t} ; cr ufcs ' verc ,lttcrl y taken awa y> yet the mind of 
nh nn ‘ g - b y n T re J pir ' /,at!ve and delighted with contem- 
ledgc' fake * C * 1 ,e ^ wcre to Ac known even for mecr know- 
f. „ ‘ r , Hooker. 

t 0 “rrf f ^ pcrfons wh ° have n ° tum m >nd 

to cncreafe their fortunes. AMjg ^ 

24 b 2. Then- 
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